CRSC Meets with Minister Chris Alexander – Practical Steps to be Taken
On June 5, 2015 members of the executive of the CRSC and some staff from the Office for Refugees of the Archdiocese of Toronto (ORAT) met the Minister of Immigration Chris Alexander at his office in Ajax.

There was a wide-ranging discussion of several topics and some agreements on projects and areas for cooperation. The following is a brief summary of some of the issues discussed.
1. The underrepresentation of Christian refugees and those of other religious minorities in the Middle East. The Minister indicated that he would check into this issue. The Minister was given a letter with respect to this issue for his files and further information.
2. The issue of the backlog of African refugees and the visa offices. The Minister indicated that this has been a long-standing issue and would welcome some ideas to help with this issue. It was noted that the opening of the office in Dar es Salam is a welcome initiative.
3. The Minister agreed to our request to look into opening up a spot for a representative from either ORAT or CRSC to attend the UNHCR annual tripartite consultation in Geneva this year. 

4. It was confirmed that sponsoring of refugees will only be approved by the present and future Government regulations.
5. The Minister was provided with a document regarding the Yazidi community which has very little support and he indicated that he is in agreement that this is a neglected group. He will follow up with definite action on this issue.
6. ORAT offers several seminars and workshops for sponsors and constituency groups. The Minister was invited to attend and he indicated he would be happy to attend when his schedule permits.
7. The Minister also encouraged the CRSC and ORAT to inform his office of any cases that do not meet the standards of the Government, so his office can follow-up.
