Sept. 24, 2014

Dear Brian,  
Thank you for including us in your message regarding Bill C-585. 
I can assure you that that the NDP will oppose C-585 at second reading.  We oppose the fact that Bill C-585 would create two types of refugees, a situation previously encountered when cuts were made to the Interim Federal Health Program (IFHP). This new bill does not deviate from typical Conservative rhetoric about how “bogus” refugees take advantage of our health and social services while awaiting a decision, thereby increasing the burden on taxpayers. The bill implies that people who claim refugee protection from inside Canada are abusing the system, yet many of them are legitimate claimants who had to flee their countries quickly in order to save themselves and their families.  
The NDP considers the Conservatives’ approach to be unacceptable. We want an immigration system that is fair, effective, transparent and accountable. In 2011, Citizenship and Immigration cut $53 million from immigrant settlement programs—$43 million from Ontario alone. At the time, the Canadian Association of Social Workers asked the Minister to reverse his decision, stating that “immigrant services provide necessary gateways to accessing affordable and suitable housing, engaging in community, accessing social service supports and perhaps most importantly, developing the skills necessary to compete for employment in Canada.  In 2013, the IFHP funding was drastically cut. These cuts have medical, financial and psychological consequences, not to mention how provinces have been forced to provide the funds to mitigate yet another service shortage. 
Bill C-585 sets a disquieting precedent by allowing the government to identify individuals for whom the provinces may withhold social assistance. This is a major problem in the fight against poverty. We can’t help but wonder who will be targeted next? 
Thank you again for taking the time to share your thoughts with me. 
Yours sincerely, 
MATTHEW KELLWAYMP | DéputéBeaches – East York 
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