This submission is a follow-up from the United Nations High-Level Plenary Meeting to Address Large Movements of Refugees and Migrants. This document is an attempt to provide a summary or condensation of some of the highlights of the meeting which took place in New York on Sept. 19, 2016.

Participants at this meeting came from most member states of the United Nations. There were opening remarks, round table discussions, and other side events during the day. Canada was represented by Stephane Dion Minister of Foreign Affairs and Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada. The United States was represented by John Kerry, Secretary of State and Barach Obama, President.

The major result of this meeting is a document entitled “The New York Declaration”. 

The New York Declaration
The New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants expresses the political will of world leaders to save lives, protect rights and share responsibility on a global scale.
Some of the commitments in this declaration include:
 

1. Protect the human rights of all refugees and migrants, regardless of status. This includes the rights of women and girls and promoting their full, equal and meaningful participation in finding solutions.

2. Ensure that all refugee and migrant children are receiving education within a few months of arrival.

3. Work towards ending the practice of detaining children for the purposes of determining their migration status.
4. Strengthen the positive contributions made by migrants to economic and social development in their host countries.

5. Implement a comprehensive refugee response, based on a new framework that sets out the responsibility of Member States, civil society partners and the UN system, whenever there is a large movement of refugees or a protracted refugee situation.

6. Strengthen the global governance of migration by bringing the International Organization for Migration into the UN system.

There was also a plan to build on these commitments. These included:

1. Start negotiations leading to an international conference and the adoption of a global compact for safe, orderly and regular migration in 2018.

2. Develop guidelines on the treatment of migrants in vulnerable situations.
3. Achieve a more equitable sharing of the burden and responsibility for hosting and supporting the world’s refugees by adopting a global compact on refugees in 2018.

A summary of the New York Declaration is available here: New York Declaration

The full text of the Declaration can be found here: Declaration Text
THE SUMMIT - ONE DAY SEPTEMBER`19, 2016
 

United Nations General Secretary Ban Ki-moon opened the session. He spoke of migrants and refugees not to be seen as a burden but a great potential. He pledged that with cooperation no refugee or migrant will be left behind. He outlined some of the initiatives and agreements in the declaration.

You can read the full text of his statement here: Ban Ki-moon Text

You can watch the video of his opening remarks here: Ban Ki-moon Video Opening Remarks


United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Fillippo Grandi also provided some opening remarks. He provided some startling statistics. He emphasized that we must respond and be aware of refugees and migrants, so when we total these two groups we say there are more than 65 million people forcibly displaced globally. He referred to the New York Declaration as it fills what has been a perennial gap in the international protection system – that of truly sharing responsibility for refugees, in the spirit of the United Nations Charter.

You can read the full text of his statement here: Fillippo Grandi Text

You can watch the video of his remarks here: Fillippo Grandi Video Remarks
THE ROUND TABLES
 

There were six "Round Tables" during the day and each of them had a specific topic and several people addressed these tables. Only speakers either from the Holy See, Canada or the United States are mentioned here.

Round Table #1 - Addressing the root causes of large movements of refugees. Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Secretary of State from the Hole See spoke at this table. He noted that the cause of this refugee and migrant crisis is man-made with war and other conflicts. The Holy See pointed out that the response to this crisis should be an agreement to end fighting and the pursuit of diplomacy and dialogue. He also noted that religious persecution is on the rise and that Christians are the most targeted.

You can watch the video of this discussion here: Root Causes

Round Table #2 - Addressing drivers of migration, particularly large movements, and highlighting the positive contributions of migrants- Summit for Refugees and Migrants. Ann C. Richard, Assistant Secretary of State in the Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migrants made a presentation. She noted that migration is fundamental to the well-being of the United States and said that the US has welcomed 3.7 million temporary workers in the last few years. She called on all states to adopt best practices and to see migration as a positive endeavour.

You can watch the video of this discussion here:  Drivers of Migration

Round Table #3 - International action and cooperation on refugees and migrants and issues related to displacement: the way ahead. The co-chair for this session was Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada. In his opening remarks he pointed to Canada’s welcoming of 31,000 Syrian refugees since December of 2015. He pointed out that “Private sponsorship” of refugees in Canada has proved to be very successful. He also called for increased educational opportunities for refugees.

You can watch the video of this discussion here: International Action & Cooperation

Round Table #4 - Global compact for responsibility-sharing for refugees; respect for international law. Ann C. Richard, Assistant Secretary of State in the Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migrants made a presentation. She noted that there are about 65 million refugees and migrants in the world today, and that seeking asylum is a human right. When countries support refugees and migrants there is a corresponding lessening of terrorism and violence. The one challenge however is how to integrate refugees locally into communities.

You can watch the video of this discussion here: Global Compact

Round Table #5 - Global compact for safe, regular and orderly migration: towards realizing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and achieving full respect for the human rights of migrants. Ann C. Richard, Assistant Secretary of State in the Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migrants spoke for the United States. She referred to the establishment of a “Global compact” to recognize human migration as a reality that needs proper management. This compact would build on present laws and regulations in order to facilitate orderly and responsible migration.

You can watch the video of this discussion here: Orderly Migration

Round Table #6 - Addressing vulnerabilities of refugees and migrants on their journeys from their countries of origin to their countries of arrival. Marie-Claude Bibeau, the Minister of International Development for Canada made a presentation. She reiterated that Canada is working to develop a humane and sensitive response to the needs of refugees and migrants. He noted that women and girls are at high risk of exploitation. Canada believes it is vital to include young people in the decision-making process for the care of refugees. In addition, various local governments need to be supported in improving their reception centres, and ensure that jobs are available. Finally, she made the point that refugees are powerful agents of change, and that if migrants and refugees are treated with dignity and respect, they will make a positive contribution to society.

You can watch the video of this discussion here: Vulnerabilities of Refugees

 

CIVIL SOCIETY EVENT
 

As a “side event” there was a session organized by civil society representatives. People from various countries, refugees, front-line workers and others gave short presentations. One of the highlights was the remarks of Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations.

The video of this event is available here: Civil Society
CLOSING REMARKS
 

Deputy Secretary-General of the UN Jan Eliasson from Sweden offered some closing remarks to the high level meeting. He indicated that this issue is one of the most challenging of our time. He noted that many states have contributed greatly to the resettlement of refugees and migrants, but that there is much more work to be done. He also pointed out that many member states have highlighted the negative consequences of irregular migration. In addition, he recognized that many states agreed to implement a comprehensive response to large refugee movements, not least in protracted crisis situations. Moreover, he noted that today many states declared their intention to incorporate refugees and migrants in national development planning. He reminded the group that we must look not only to Governments, but also to others for action. Civil society and the private sector have shown engagement and innovative approaches when faced with refugee and migrant movements. He spoke of the deadline – member states have set 2018 to adopt a global compact for safe, orderly and regular migration.

The full text of his remarks can be found here: Jan Eliasson

 

NOW WHAT??
 

As a result of this High Level Meeting, there are some ideas which come to mind as possible next steps 
· Thank God for the opportunity offered by the UN for countries and their representatives to come together to talk, share and learn along with other civil society individuals and groups.

· Thanks to the participants, speakers and others who took the time to prepare material and present it in a clear and meaningful manner.

· We can follow-up on the commitment made in the New York Declaration for nations to come together to adopt a global compact for safe, orderly and regular migration in 2018.

· Now we know who some of the speakers were, and so we can follow up with them with respect to their ongoing involvement in the issue of refugees and migrants.

· We need to make sure we know when the international conference for a global compact will take place so we can, at a minimum provide input to the deliberations, and ideally have representation from the  CRSC and Order of St. Augustine.

· Organize a "study session" to review some of this material and develop a coordinated response.
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